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Language, Philosophy, & Culture- ITAL - 3308 
UGRD Course- Create NEW Core Course 

General Information 

Please use this form to: 

• CREATE a new course and, at the same time, add it to the Core course 
list or 

• PROMOTE a selected topics course topic to have a permanent number 
and, at the same time, add it to the Core course list. 

Step One: Turn on Help Text. 

Please click on the icon of the 'i' within a blue circle to 'Show Help Text'. It is located at 
the top-right of this pane within the proposal form. 

Course Ownership 

Department* Department of Modern and Classical Languages 

Does the 
department 

chosen use a 
Department 
Curriculum 

Committee?* 

Does the college 
of the department 

chosen use a 
College 

Curriculum 
Committee?* 

Will the course be 
cross-listed with 

* Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

another area?* 4 No 

Implementation 

Academic Year to 
begin offering 

course:* 

2015 

2016 

2017 

If "Yes", please 
enter the cross­

listed course 
information 

(Prefix Code 
Title) 
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Term(s) Course Fall (including all sessions within term) 
will be TYPICALLY 

Offered:* ,/ Spring (including Winter Mini all sessions within term 

Summer (including Summer Mini and all sessions within term) 

Justification for adding/changing course 

Justification(s) To meet core curriculum requirements 
for Adding 

Course* 

Previously offered ONLY as a Special Topics course 

If course is being promoted from a selected topic course to having its own course 
number, it is important to connect the selected topic offering witht he new course 
number to prevent students from repeating courses and earning additional credit 
hours towards their degree. 
Please complete following fields for the selected topic course information: 
example: 

• Course Prefix {Rubric): ACCT 

• Course Code {Number): 3396 

• Topic Title: Selected Topics in Accounting: Modern Money Problems 

Former Selected 
Topics Course 

Prefix (Rubric) 

Former Selected 
Topics Topic Title 

Course Information on New /Revised course 

Instructional ITAL 
Area/Course 

Prefix* 

Long Course Title* Italian Heritage 

Short Course Italian Heritage 
Title* 

Instruction Type and Student Contact Hours 

Instruction Type* Lecture ONLY 

Contact Hours 

Former Selected 
Topics Course 

Code (Number) 

Course Number* 3308 

Student Contact Hours are determined by a number of factors, including instruction type, 
and are used to determine the accuracy of credit hours earned by accrediting agencies 
and THECB. Please contact your college resource for assistance with this information. 

Student Contact Hours must match the instruction type. 
Eg: If Lecture ONLY, then Student Contact Hours for Lab must be zero. 
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Eg: If Lab ONLY, then Student Contact Hours for Lecture must be zero. 

Lecture 3 

Grade Options 

Grade Option* Letter (A, B, C ..... ) 

Course Repeatability 

Can this course be 
repeated for 

credit?* 

If Yes, how often 
and/ or under 

what conditions 
may the course be 

repeated? 

CIP Code 

Yes w No 

Lab 0 

The CIP Code is used by the university and the THECB to determine funding allocated to 
the course, which means that selecting the most helpful valid code may have an effect on 
your course. 

If assistance is needed with code selection, please contact your college resource. 

CIP Code Directory: http: //www.txhighereddata.org/Interactive/CIP I 

CIP Code must use this format: 
##.####.## ## 
digit digit period digit digit digit digit period digit digit space digit digit 

CIP Code* 16.0902.00 01 

Catalog Descriptions 

Prerequisite( s): * ENGL 1304 

Corequisite(s) 
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Course 
Description* 

Course Notes 

The Italian American Experience in literature, cinema, visual arts, and music. 

Taught in English. 

Core Curriculum Information 

For additional guidance when developing course curriculum that will also meet the Core 
Curriculum requirements, please refer to the Undergraduate Committee website for Core 
Curriculum: 

httpi I /www.uh.edu /undergraduate-commjttee /doc 2014-core-review.htrnl 

Therein you will find a chart for the required and optional competencies based on the 
Core Component Area (Core Category) selected. 

Component Area Language, Philosophy, & Culture 
for which the 

course is being 
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proposed (select 
one) 

List the student 
learning outcomes -Students will be able to acquire knowledge and understanding of the rich 

for the course* contribution the Italian American Community has provided to the diverse cultural 

landscape in the USA. - Students will be able to enter in a dialectic relationship 

with behavior, ideas, and values of an immigrant group as expressed through 

literature, cinema, the visual arts, and music. - Students will be able to engage 

in critical analysis of the role Italian Americans play in the common enterprise of 

American Culture. -Students will be able to improve their writing skills by 

becoming familiar with the peculiar elements of Italian-American literature and 

film and by acquiring the skills necessary for an analytical reading of literary and 

cinematic works. 

Competency areas Communication Skills 
addressed by the 

course* Critical Thinking 

Personal Responsibility 

Social Responsibility 

Because we will be assessing student learning outcomes across multiple core courses, 
assessments assigned in your course must include assessments of the core competencies. 
For each competency selected above, indicated the specific course assignment(s) which, 
when completed by students, will provide evidence of the competency. 

Provide (upload as attachment) detailed information, such as copies of the paper or 
project assignment, copies of individual test items, etc. A single assignment may be used 
to provide data for multiple competencies. 

How to upload/ attach a document: 

• Select the 'Files' icon at the center ofthis proposal screen. 
(Appears as a blue-outlined page with a green + symbol) 

• In the 'Upload File' screen, 'Browse' to your computer and 
select the course syllabus. 

• When syllabus file is selected, press 'Open' to return to the 
'Upload File' screen. 

• Press the 'Upload' button to complete the process of adding 
your syllabus file to the proposal. 

• 

Critical Thinking, 
if applicable 

Proceed with remaining steps . 

Students will be asked to react to cultural artifacts often produced 
within a community that at least in its initial stage has tried to preserve 
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Empirical & 
Quantitative 

Skills, if 
applicable 

Teamwork, if 
applicable 

Social 
Responsibility, if 

applicable 
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values sometimes different from the mainstream. Students will have to 
analyze, assess, and evaluate the role that tradition, exposure to a new 
reality, and cultural innovation play in the formation of an Italian 
American culture. 

By means of the above writing sample, response papers, mid-term 
essay, fmal exam, and class discussions, students will be able to provide 
a clear, understandable, well mticulated and well-written analysis and 
synthesis of the cultural products that have been offered to their 
attention. Papers will have to show use of evidence, clear distinction 
between primary and secondary sources, depth and originality of 
insights well-structured organization of ideas expressed in clear and 
concise syntax. In the same assignments as above, students will 
demonstrate their ability to communicate effectively. 

By being exposed to a segment of American culture that has been in and 
out of mainstream, going all the way from marginalization and 
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Personal 
Responsibility, if 

applicable 

Syllabus 

Syllabus* 

Will the syllabus 
vary across 

multiple section of 
the course?* 

If yes1 list the 
assignments that 

will be constant 
across sections 

stereotyping to wide acceptance (and maybe a more insidious 
stereotyping at work), students will be able to evaluate the contribution 
that different communities have given to the cultural landscape of the 
U.S., and be more alert to the social role of cultural differences. In the 
same assignments as above, students will explore issues of social 
responsibility. 

In their papers, students will learn how to introduce and discuss cultural 
references they may or may be not familiar with. They willleam how to 
develop empathy with a community but also a critical distance from the 
ways inrmigrant communities choose to represent themselves, or the 
ways mainstream culture chooses to represent them. The cultural 
flexibility they will acquire will also develop their ethical competency. 
In the same assignments as above, students will explore issues of 
personal responsibility. 

J · Syllabus Attached 

Yes • No 

Important information regarding Core course effectiveness evaluation: 

Inclusion in the core is contingent upon the course being offered and taught at least once 
every other academic year. Courses will be reviewed for renewal every 5 years. 

The department understands that instructors will be expected to provide student work 
and to participate in university-wide assessments of student work. This could include, but 
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may not be limited to, designing instruments such as rubrics, and scoring work by 
students in this or other courses. In addition, instructors of core courses may be asked to 
include brief assessment activities in their course. 

Additional Information Regarding This Proposal 

Please use the text box below to include any additional information pertinent to this 
proposal. 

Comments: 

Proposal Completed? 

Scroll back to the top of this pane and click to right -directional 
triangle" " located at the top-left of this pane to LAUNCH your 

proposal. 

If any required fields are incomplete, the form will highlight the 
required fields with a contrasting orange font color. Complete the 
required fields and again click the '"' to LAUNCH your proposal. 

As originator, you will be the first approval step, allowing you to make 
changes to existing text and information. Changes made by any user 
will be tracked so that all viewers can discern suggestions to changes 

by person. 
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Learning Outcomes: 

Italian Heritage 
Italian 3308 

Complete Syllabus 

The Italian American Experience in Literature, 
Cinema, Visual Arts and Music 

Taught in English 

Prof. Alessandro Carrera 
611 AH 

(713) 743-3069 

- Students will be able to acquire knowledge and understanding of the rich contribution the 
Italian American Community has provided to the diverse cultural landscape in the USA. 
- Students will be able to enter in a dialectic relationship with behavior, ideas, and values of an 
immigrant group as expressed through literature, cinema, the visual arts, and music. 
- Students will be able to engage in critical analysis of the role Italian Americans play in the 
common enterprise of American Culture. 
- Students will be able to improve their writing skills by becoming familiar with the peculiar elements of 
Italian-American literature and film and by acquiring the skills necessary for an analytical reading of 
literary and cinematic works. 

Competency Areas 

Critical Thinking 
Students will be asked to react to cultural artifacts often produced within a community that at 
least in its initial stage has tried to preserve values sometimes different from the mainstream. 
Students will have to analyze, assess, and evaluate the role that tradition, exposure to a new 
reality, and cultural innovation play in the formation of an Italian American culture. 

Communication Skills 

1 

By means of the above writing sample, response papers, mid-term essay, final exam, and class 
discussions, students will be able to provide a clear, understandable, well articulated and well­
written analysis and synthesis of the cultural products that have been offered to their attention. 
Papers will have to show use of evidence, clear distinction between primary and secondary 
sources, depth and originality of insights well-structured organization of ideas expressed in clear 
and concise syntax. In the same assignments as above, students will demonstrate their ability to 
communicate effectively. 

Social Responsibility 
By being exposed to a segment of American culture that has been in and out of mainstream, going all the 
way from marginalization and stereotyping to wide acceptance (and maybe a more insidious stereotyping 
at work), students will be able to evaluate the contribution that different communities have given to the 

1 



cultural landscape of the U.S., and be more alert to the social role of cultural differences. In the same 
assigmnents as above, students will explore issues of social responsibility. 

Personal Responsibility 

2 

In their papers, students will learn how to introduce and discuss cultural references they may or 
may be not familiar with. They will learn how to develop empathy with a community but also a 
critical distance from the ways immigrant communities choose to represent themselves, or the 
ways mainstream culture chooses to represent them. The cultural flexibility they will acquire will 
also develop their ethical competency. In the same assignments as above, students will explore 
issues of personal responsibility. 

The following novels are required to be purchased for the course: 
(They have been ordered from the University Bookstore) 

1. The Fortunate Pilgrim by Mario Puzo 
2. Christ in Concrete by Pietro di Donato 
3. Ask the Dust by John Fante 
4. Umbe1tina by Helen Barolini 
5. The Rose Tattoo by Tennessee Williams 

In addition: 
A chapter from the novel Vita by Melania Mazzucco (Good for Father). To be distributed by 
the instructor. 
1. We will be listening and reading the libretto of the opera by Gian Carlo Menotti: The Saint of 
Bleecker Street. 
2. We will view the film and read the sceenplay by Chazz Palmentieri: The Bronx Tale. 
3. Other films we will be viewing are: 
Good Morning Babylon directed by Paolo and Vittorio Taviani. (1987) 

Christ in Concrete directed by Edward Dmytryk. 
Ask the Dust directed by Robert Towne. (2006) 
The Rose Tattoo directed by Daniel Mann. 
Episodes from The Fortunate Pilgrim directed by Stuart Cooper. 
Big Night directed by Stanley Tucci. (1996) 
Moonstruck directed by Norman Jewison. (1987) 
Sacco and Vanzetti directed by Peter Miller. (2006) 

Because this is a core curriculum course substantial writing is required (a minimum of3,000 
words). The Mid-Term Exam will be returned with an evaluation of grammar, style and content. 

*** As a courtesy to the instructor and the students in the course cell phone use is not permitted 
in class. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

• Enrollment Caps: Any class the student is enrolled in after the 12th class day, even 
if the student subsequently drops the class, counts as an attempted class. 
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• University of Houston's Academic Honesty Policy: The Academic Honesty Policy can 
be found on pp. 59-60 of the Undergraduate Studies Catalog 2005-2007. The Provost's 
webpage has Academic Honesty information at 
http://www. uh. edu!provost/ stu/stu syllabsupp I. html 
Plagiarism in this class will not be tolerated. 
Translation aids will not be tolerated. 

N.B. ***All papers will be submitted to Turnitin by the Professor. 

All DVDs viewed in class will be available in the Language Acquisition Center 
311AH. They will be put on reserve for Italian 3308 once they have been viewed in 
class. 

Attendance is mandatorv. More than three absences, if not substantially motivated, will put the 
student at risk of being dropped. Students are expected to bring the textbook required to 
class. Students are expected to answer questions about the text and participate in the 
discussion. Papers must be turned in on time. 

Evaluation and Grading: 

Class Participation and attendance: 
Analyses of novels, films viewed etc. 
Mid Term Take-Home Exam: 
Written Final Exam: 
Final Paper (1000 words minimum): 

10% 
40% 
15% 
20% 
15% 

Italian Studies Students who wish to count this course as major or minor credit must do 
their Papers in Italian. 

For the Final Paper: The Professor will distribute short stories to be read and analyzed (in 
English). The Italian Studies Students will read and analyze short stories in Italian. 

Exam Dates 

Mid-Term Take Home Exam: Distributed on March 9th. Due on March 23rd. (hard copies 
only). No late acceptance. Typed and double spaced. 

Final Paper: Stories distributed on April 13th. Paper due at Final Exam. Typed and double 
spaced, hard copies only, no late acceptance. 

Written Final Exam in 301AH: Tuesday, May 11th from 2-5 
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Weekly Syllabus: 

Nota Bene: All films that we have viewed in class are available in the Language 
Acquisition Center. You may view them there once we have viewed them in class. 

Language Acquisition Center is in 311AH. They are reserved for Italian 3308. 

1. 1st week: 
Introduction to the course (lecture) 
Viewing of Film: The Golden Door directed by Emanuele Crialese 
Assignment: reading of a chapter from Vita by Melania Mazzucco (to be distributed by the 
Prof) . The chapter is entitled: Good for Father. 
Written assignment due on Tuesdav, January 26th: an analysis of the film and the reading 
assignment. 

2. 2nd week: 
Introduction: The Fortunate Pilgrim by Mario Puzo. 
Viewing: "Little Italy" (60 minute documentary) 
Class Lecture: The author: Mario Puzo. 

Assignment: Reading of The Fortunate Pilgrim Part One: Chapters 1 through 7. 

3. 3rd week: 
Lecture: "The Novel of the Italian in America". 
Viewing: Episode I ofMario Puzo's "The Fortunate Pilgrim". 

Assignment: Reading Part II of The Fortunate Pilgrim: Chapters 8-16. 

4th week: 
Class Discussion of the assigned reading and the film. 
Viewing: Episode II of "The Fortunate Pilgrim 

Assignment: Read chapters 16-26 (conclude the novel). 
Nota Bene: Bring the novel Christ in Concrete to the next class. 

5th week: 
Viewing: Episode III of "The Fortunate Pilgrim". 

Lecture: Introduction to Pietro DiDonato and Christ in Concrete. 

Assignment: Read Christ in Concrete: Chapter 1 Geremia; Chapter II Job; Chapter III 
Tenement. 

6th week: 
Class discussion of reading assignment. 
Viewing: Christ in Concrete film. 

4 
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Assignment: Finish reading novel: Chapter IV: Fiesta; Chapter V: Annunziata 
Nota Bene: Bring the play by Tennessee Williams "The Rose Tattoo" to the next class. 

7th week: 

Lecture: Introduction to Tennessee Williams and The Rose Tattoo. 

Class Reading and Discussion of Joseph Tusiani's Poems from Gente Mia (1978). (copies to 
be distributed by the professor). 
The Ballad of the Coliseum 
The Day After the Feast 
Song of the Bicentennial 
Columbus Day in New York 

Assignment: Reading of the Play "The Rose Tattoo" 

8th week: 
Distribution of the Mid-Term Take-Home Essav Exam. 
No late acceptance. Hard copies only. 

Viewing: Film: The Rose Tattoo. 

9th week: 
Mid-Term Exam due. No late acceptance. 
Lecture: Leaving Little Italy. 
Discussion ofChazz Palminteri and "A Bronx Tale" directed by Robert De Niro. (1993) 

Viewing: Fihn: A Bronx Tale. 
Assignment: Reading "Ask the Dust" by John Fante (1939). 
Chapter 1-11, pp. 5-90. 

lOth Week: 
Lecture: Who is John Fante? Introduction to Arturo Bandini. About the author. About the 
book. 
Viewing film: Good Morning Babylon directed by Paolo and Vittorio Taviani. (1973). 
Assignment: Finish the novel: Ask The Dust. 
Chapter 12 through chapter 19. 

11th Week: 
Discussion ofthe novel: Ask The Dust. 
Introduction to Umbertina by Helen Barolini. 
Viewing Film: Ask the Dust directed by Robert Towne. (2006) 
Assignment: Reading: Umbertina: Prologue and Part I. 
Umbertina 1860-1940. pp. 1-147. 

5 
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12th Week: 
Lecture: Helen Barolini: Her Place in Italian American Literature. Who is Umbertina? 

Lecture: Hostility and Hangings: From New Orleans to Sacco and Vanzetti. 
Viewing Documentary: Sacco and Vanzetti directed by Peter Miller ( 2006) 
Assignment: Part II. Umbertina. Marguerite 1927-1973. 
pp. 147-283. 

Nota Bene: Final Paper: Today is the distribution ofthe short stories for the Final Paper 
required for the course. 
The short stories are to be read, summarized and analyzed. 

6 

Italian Studies majors or minors will read, summarize and analyze their short stories in Italian. 

Due Date: Paper is due at the Written Final Exam. 750 word minimum. Typed and 
double-spaced. Hard copies only. No late acceptance. 

13th Week: 
Class discussion of Umbertina. 
Lecture: Pasta and Pizza: An Evolving Italian American Cuisine. 
Viewing Fihn: Big Night directed by Stanley Tucci. 1996 

Assignment: Umbertina: Part III. Tina 1950-­
pp. 283-424. 

14th Week. Last Day of Class. 

A Discussion of the Written Final Exam material. 
Distribution of an Outline of Final Exam questions. 
Viewing Final Film: Moonstruck directed by Norman Jewison. (1987). 
A romantic comedy taking place in Brooklyn, New York. A fitting way to end our Italian 
Heritage course. 

***Written Final Exam: 
Individual Paper due. 
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